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From Dr. Ba av, to ſuch as have Contributed tos 
_ wards the Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in 


the Plantations. 


Eing apprchenſive that my ſo ſudden Return for Eagle may oecalion 
ſome . the true Reaſons thereo be underſtood, 
to the prejudice of thoſe Deſigns, . which you do ſo nobly ſupport, for 

. the Deſtruction of the Powers of Darkneſs, and the Enlargement of 

Chriſt's Kingdom in His Majeſty's Plantations;I thought my Gifin Duty,Gratitude, 

and-in Prudence bound, to repreſent hereby a General View of thoſe Reaſons, 

* have induced me to make it ſo ſoon, and unexpettedly; And they are as 

os. | 


F IRS T, It is purſuant to the Deſire of the General Aſſembly of Mary-Land; 
who having moſt unanimouſly paſſed a Bill of the Higheſt Conſequence: for the 
abliſhment of our Church, voted that I ſhould be deſired to requeſt my Lord's 
Grace of Canterbury, and my Lord Biſhop' of Lindon, to favour that good Law, 
by obtaining His Majeſty's Royal Aſſent to the ſame, with all convenient Expe- 
dition. And the Members, who gave me an Account of paſling ſuch a Vote, 
told me withal, that it was the General Opinion, that I could be moſt ſer- 
viceable herein, by waiting perſonally moe Their Lordſhips, rather than by 
Letters: In which I could not crowd all that may be neceſſary to be repreſent 
concerning the preſent State of the Church, and the Neceſlity, at this time, o 
their utmoſt Patronage. And it was in Debate, whether I ſhould not be defred 
by the Aſſembly fo. to do: But that it was thought this would be to unrea- 
ſonable a Requeſt, they being ſenſible of the great Charges and N 
been already at, in the Service of that Province; as they Fad a few days before 
acknowledged by a Meſſage from the Houſe, with their Thanks for the ſame, 


SECONDLY, It is at the joint Requeſt of the Clergy of Mar- Land, who 
at the Cloſe of my Viſitation, amongſt other preſſing Reaſons, urged me witli 
this, that they found it to be the earneſt Deſire of the moſt ſenſible, and well- 
affected to our Religion, throughout the Province, that I ſhould go over with the 
Law for England; Now that the Quakers are openly, and the Papiſts more co- 
vertly, making their utmoſt Efforts againſt” the Eſtabliſhment of our Church, by 
falſe Repreſentations at home, of the-Numbers and Riches of their Party; 
and by inſinuating, That to impoſe upon them an Eſtabliſh'd Mainte- 
nance for the Clergy, would be 2 to the Intereſt of the Provi 

by obliging ſo many wealthy Traders to remove from thence. The Fay of 
which they thought me beſt able to make appear, by means of my late Parochia 
Viſitations, throughout the greateſt Part of rhe Province; more eſpecially, by 
the Returns 597 in upon my Tabula prima Parochialium Inquirendorum ; by 
which, when they ſhall be all ſent in, I ſhall be enabled to give an Account of the 
Names of all Heads of Families, and not only of the Religion, but in a good 
meaſure of the Morals of efery Man, Woman and Child Freeman and Slave, 
White and Black, throughout Aary-Land. 


THIRDLY, Having anſwer'd the Clergy, that I could eaſily be perſwaded, 
either to go or ſtay, by the ſame Motives that urged my coming ſo many 2 
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fand Miles to viſit them; viz. as it ſhould appear to me wherein I could be moſt | 


ſerviceable to the Church, by the one, or the other: Yet being reſolv d to pay 
the greateſt Deference to 25 in 2 —. I ſhould determine my ſelf in ſo 
ar. Upon hich the Clergy having 
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more cxteabre, k have a. Clergy into a Subſtrip £0. maintain 

every one his Work-man, and to allow him much better thaa the Cuſtom. of 
the Country is ta do, and yet to be na Loſers thereby themſelves, By which 
means 1 am enabled to make ſuch Propoſals, as will give ſufficient Encourage- 
ment to good n ſober as to ga over with me. But though 
this may be too mean à Conſiderat ion 
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perotive that I have man E upon me; ſo. the Country expects that ſome- 
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will be very conſiderable, the Glebes which I have, 
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L hope theſe. Reaſons may appear ſufficient to Perſons of that ſingular-.Can- 
dour, and Goodneſs, which have found in you. But becauſe it is fit you ſhould 
be in ſome meaſure ſatisfy'd at preſent (tho? I intend to do it hereafter in an 
ample and publick manner) of the good that has been-wrought by your means ; 
I do aſſure you, that beſides the very uſeful Libraries, which are provided 
through your Benefactions, and are ſettled in Penſilvania, New-York, New-Eng- 
land, Carolina, Bermudas, are begyn in ſeveral of the Lewazd — and are fir 
advancd in _—_— I have Teceived in the latter the Acknowl&gments of 
the moſt p Perſons, that the Face of Things, as to e H ity, 
and good Morals, is very Much alter'd for the better within theſe few Years, 
that a Clergy have been ſent amongſt them: And have, I hope in my Viſi- 
tation, ſet the Clergy in ſh Methods, as, with the Divine Benediction upon 
their Endeavours, will render them a continued Bleſſing to thoſe Parts. 


And it may not be amiſs to add, that as I have perſonally found the whole 
Body of the Mary-Land cy N „Who have in part met alrea- 
dy, and will ſufficiently "the Effects of Diſcipline,) to give me 
55 unuſual De ion of their Paſtoral Cre: And ſome of them to have 
ſo ſignalized themſelves, by their Induſtry, in the Inſtruction of the Negros 

ithin their reſpective Pari (of which they have baptized great Numbers) 

t theſe poor Barbarians are not now the moſt ignorant, and leaſt 80 | 
Part of their Aſſemblies; So at Philadelphia in Pen/ilvania, the Congregation 
Church-People, which amounted but to 60, at the moſt, not two Years 
ago, through the Bleſſing of God upon the Endeavours of a late , is 
now increas d, chiefly from Quaker-Converts, to upwards of 700. And the 
People of that Province do earneſtly deſire to be ſupply with ſeveral Miniſters 
more; as indeed I think the Field is there, and the Neigh bing Pate ſo happi- 
ly ſown by the excellent Mr. Keith, that it is become now as ripe for Harveſt, as in 
any part of the Chriſtian World. And it being a main = of my Deſign in coming 
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over at this time, to procure, and take back very y with me, right 
worthy Men, ſuch as are capable to do the greateſt g do earneſtly defire, 
that if you know any Clergyman ſo qualified, and alike Spirited as Cha- 
racterized above in the Fifth Article, you would lay before him what Ser- 
vice he may do to the Church of God in thoſe Parts, now that there is ſo happy 
a Diſpoſition therein to receive the Truth. I am ſorry that, in the preſent State 
I find that Church, which is but in its Infancy, I — that their Places 

am about to get, being 
as yet uncultivated. But I can aſſure them, they may at this juncture be v 
Extraordinarily inſtrumental to the Glory of God, the beſt Argument I con-uih 
to ſuch Perſons as I want; and that which has been the great Motive, and 
ſole Support, during a five Years Service to thoſe Churches, to him that uſes it : 
Alſo that their Liyings will be improvable, and that they ſhall find all poſſible 
Encouragement that may be contriv'd, and procur'd by their moſt Affectio- 
nate Brother, and 


Your moſt Faithful Servant, 


Trno. Bray 
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